
 ELA/SCIENCE SUMMER RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 

 Entering Grade 5 

 Topic:  Famous Scientists 

 Examples:  Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein. Marie Curie,  Galileo Galilei, Nicolaus Copernicus, 
 Louis Pasteur, Archimedes, Robert Hooke, Johannes Kepler, Gregor Mendel, NIkola Tesla, 
 Francis Crick, Aristotle, Pythagoras, Antonie Van Leeuwenhoek, Eratosthenes, James Watson, 
 Jane Goodall, Craig Venter, or David Baltimore. 

 To Do:  Create a Watercolor Rainbow Book Report on  a Famous Scientist. 

 What is a watercolor rainbow book report?  A watercolor  rainbow book report is a creative way 
 to list the facts that you learn about the life of your scientist.  Start with a posterboard, 11” x 14”. 
 Glue or illustrate a picture of your scientist at the center of your poster.  Draw rays, moving 
 outward, from the image of your scientist.  Paint the bands created by the rays using a variety of 
 watercolors.  Each section will be used to write a fact that you learned about your scientist, the 
 work that he/she has done, and the impact that it has had on the world. 

 You will research a scientist of your choosing.  You will learn about his/her life and work.  Identify 
 at least 15  facts, quotes, or ideas that you will  include on your poster. 
 You must include: 

 -  The name of your scientist 
 -  What he/she is famous for 
 -  When he/she was born/died 
 -  Where he/she was born, and where they moved to/lived throughout their life 
 -  Which school(s) did he/she attend- if they did so 
 -  The type of science that he/she studied/studies- be sure to define each field of science 

 in which they work(ed) 
 -  What types of tools did he/she use in their studies? 
 -  What kind of investigations or experiments did they do? 
 -  Did they earn any prizes for their work?  What impact did their work have on the world? 

 You can include any other facts that you find interesting that help you to understand the impact 
 of this person’s work on life as it is today. 
 * Make sure that your project is colorful, and pleasing to the eye.  Color over all work done in pencil.  All 
 paragraphs should be typed and checked for correct grammar and punctuation.  Include all books and 
 websites that you used to gather your information.  This report will be your first grade in Science, as well 
 as ELA for the year.  Projects will be due the first full day of school.  Have a great summer! 


