
 ELA/SOCIAL STUDIES SUMMER RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 

 Entering Grade 8 

 Topic:  What would it be like to: 
 A.  Live through the War of 1812 
 B.  Be Lewis or Clarke during the exploration of the Louisiana Purchase 
 C.  Be Thomas Jefferson during his presidency. 
 D.  Be Andrew Jackson as President of the United States 

 To Do:  Create a four page journal using one of the above topics. 

 What is a journal?  A journal is used to record a  person’s innermost thoughts.  Usually, writers feel like 
 they can only write the things that they are expressing in his/her journal.  A journal may help a writer 
 discover something about themselves that helps them through hardship.  It is important to reflect on one’s 
 life, and work through difficulties in order to overcome and achieve in life. 

 You will use this style of writing in order to express the struggles and breakthroughs of an individual 
 during the time period of your choosing.  Write a series of four self-reflective entries.  Describe daily 
 events that have impacted you, as well as how they make you feel.  Consider how events of the era affect 
 how you relate to other people in your life, especially the people that you love.  Each entry should build 
 until you realize that you have learned something about yourself, others, and the world as a result of your 
 efforts. 

 Your journal must include: 
 -  At least 4 journal entries that are at least a half a typed-page long (size 12 or 14 font) 
 -  Evidence from your research, used to make the events and realizations of your entries believable 
 -  You must include: 

 ●  Setting (time and place) 
 ●  Major historical events from the era (“I read in the newspaper today..”) 
 ●  Historical facts that coincide with the information that you are including 
 ●  Other people (mom, dad, brother, sister, best friend, coworker, neighbor, etc.), and how the 

 events of the time have affected them, as well as your relationship with them 
 ●  A final page listing all of your sources including books/author, websites, articles etc. 

 You must write each entry as a firsthand account, which means you will refer to yourself as “I.”  Other 
 characters can be described using his/her first and/or last name. 

 How to Write Your Daily Journal as a… 

 ☺  Start by writing your name at the top, on the right-hand  side (this is not a part of the journal, but a way 
 to make sure that you get credit for your work). 
 ☺  Number the day of your entry (Day 1, Day 2, Day 3…).  Start with “  Day 1”  at the top left-hand side of 
 your paper.  Skip a line and indent.  Journal about something that you experienced that day, or perhaps 
 something that someone close to you went through.  Consider what it means to you, in your life.  Has it 
 changed your position in life: health, wealth and ability to earn a living?  Has it changed how you think 



 about yourself, or others?  Has it changed how you feel about the people in your life, or even about life in 
 general? Continue this pattern until you have addressed all major implications of events from that time in 
 history, which you have identified through your research.  Each entry should be about a half a page long. 
 Be sure to include facts that you discovered through your research on the topic.  Add descriptive 
 language and details to support the facts that you identify in each journal.  Make sure that each entry 
 builds up the writer’s ability to conceive an ultimate understanding of themselves as a result of the events 
 from this time period. 

 Example: 

 Your Name Here 

 Day 1: 

 Today  I….. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ●  You can include multiple paragraphs.  Each paragraph should have its own big event/idea. 
 Each paragraph should transition smoothly, and contain facts and key details that help 
 you build the narrative as it reflects on the author as well as historical events. 

 ☺  Daily journal body: Write like you are thinking about  what happened that day.  Try to include at least 1 
 historical event, one connection to others, and one reflection to yourself per entry. 

 Here are some things that may make your writing more interesting: 
 Add details that describe- 

 ●  The town/home/community in which you live 
 ●  Show how one event affects another (cause and effect?) 
 ●  Who do you see, and how does that make you feel? 
 ●  What does the flow of your day look like? 
 ●  Compare and contrast life, before and after 
 ●  What can you hear? 
 ●  Add some simple facts like what the temperature or weather is like that day 
 ●  What are your goals in life?  Does anything stop you from achieving those goals? 

 ☺  Finish by describing the depth and consequence of  your self-reflection.  What have you learned about 
 yourself, and how does it change the way you will behave in the future?  How does it change your views 
 upon the world?  How has the world been changed for the better, or what must be done to save 
 humanity? 

 * Make sure that your project allows any reader to visualize the events, and understand the feelings and 
 emotions of the characters.  All work should be typed and checked for correct grammar and punctuation. 
 Do not forget to keep a list of resources which you will need to attach to your project.  This report will be 
 your first grade in Social Studies, as well as ELA for the year.  Projects will be due the first full day of 
 school.  Have a great summer! 


